Why is membership important to your spiritual life?

1218. Growth in Faithful Discipleship—Faithful membership in the local church is essential for
personal growth and for developing a deeper commitment to the will and grace of God. As
members involve themselves in private and public prayer, worship, the sacraments, study,
Christian action, systematic giving, and holy discipline, they grow in their appreciation of Christ,
understanding of God at work in history and the natural order, and an understanding of
themselves.

1219. Mutual Responsibility—Faithful discipleship includes the obligation to participate in the
corporate life of the congregation with fellow members of the body of Christ. A member is
bound in sacred covenant to shoulder the burdens, share the risks, and celebrate the joys of
fellow members. A Christian is called to speak the truth in love, always ready to confront
conflict in the spirit of forgiveness and reconciliation.
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